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UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT, WEST COAST PREMIERE  

“EXIT CUCKOO: NANNY IN MOTHERLAND”  
BY AWARD-WINNING PLAYWRIGHT LISA RAMIREZ;  

FEBRUARY 11 - FEBRUARY 28 
 

 ‘Exit Cuckoo’ is the second play in Ubuntu Theater Project’s Inaugural 2016 Season: 
Threatened Homes featuring seven plays at site-specific venues, pay-what-you-can price.  

 
 
"The issues are familiar… but Ms. Ramirez brings fresh insight to the picture, smartly revealing 

the characters interwoven fates and fortunes and distinctive personalities."  
– New York Times 

 
Oakland, CA (January 22, 2016) – The Ubuntu Theater Project is proud to continue its 
inaugural season by featuring the West Coast Premier of Exit Cuckoo (nanny in 
motherland) written and performed by award-winning playwright Lisa Ramirez. Lisa Ramirez is 
the recent recipient of the prestigious Helen Merrill Playwriting Award and current resident 
playwright with the Playwright's Foundation.  

Exit Cuckoo (nanny in motherland) is a one-woman show performed by the critically 
acclaimed actress and award-winning playwright, Lisa Ramirez. Ramirez journeys through the 
looking glass of a divided country in which the essence of motherhood is being sacrificed on 
both sides of the economic divide. Lisa Ramirez exemplifies the war being fought between 
modernity and humanity's most sacred responsibility of child rearing.  

Co-Artistic Director Michael Socrates Moran directs this one-person play that features 
company member and solo-performer Lisa Ramirez playing the various roles in the 
play. Lighting design by company member Stephanie Anne Johnson. Exit Cuckoo (nanny in 
motherland) has a preview on February 11 and runs from February 12 - February 28, 
2016 at The Blueprint, 439 International Blvd, Oakland, CA 94606. For tickets ($15-35 
online; pay-what-you-can at the door) and information the public can call (510) 646-1126 or 
visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com. Season subscriptions & season flex passes are also 
available on the Ubuntu Theater Project website.  

Lisa Ramirez uses the lens of a Latina nanny in the upper east side of NYC to share this true 
account of the challenges women still face in motherhood -- how mothers of extreme wealth 
often face existential crises they expect their nanny's to solve for their children and how 
immigrant mothers are leaving their children in developing countries to nanny in the United 
States. This play reveals the private and incessant entrapment women still struggle with as they 
face the ultimatum between child rearing and pursuing their careers, how the line between 
nannying and mothering is maddeningly thin, and how women are too often forced into relating 
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to one another solely based upon socio-economic status and the humanity that is sacrificed 
therein. 

Set in New York City Exit Cuckoo (nanny in motherland) received its world premiere Off-
Broadway by the Working Theater. The New York Times hailed Lisa saying, "Ms. Ramirez 
brings fresh insight to the picture, smartly revealing the characters interwoven fates and fortunes 
and distinctive personalities." A graduate of San Francisco State University, Lisa is originally 
from the Bay Area and is now returning to the Bay Area after premiering her latest play at the 
Cherry Lane Theatre in New York and being awarded the prestigious Helen Merrill Award for 
playwriting. As an actress and playwright, Lisa has worked with Clurman Theatre, New York 
Theatre Workshop, INTAR, HERE Arts Center, and Working Theater in New York City. In the 
Bay Area, Lisa Ramirez has worked with the Magic Theatre, Marin Theatre Company, BRAVA, 
Campo Santo, and Actors Theatre of San Francisco. 

Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to fulfill the intention of the play with our site-specific model by 
setting the play in the intimate and kooky venue of The Blueprint (at 439 International Blvd, 
Oakland CA) in the Eastlake neighborhood off of Lake Merritt. The venue will be transformed to 
include an indoor sand box and set design elements that suspended from the ceiling. With dance, 
exquisite writing, a virtuoso performance and a story that touches the nerves of our cultural 
polarization the play will speak to our most human questions--what does it mean to be a mother? 
What does it mean to be our own person? 

The Ubuntu Theater Project also provides a critical professional training ground for up-and-
coming local bay area actors and partners with Laney College’s Theatre Arts Department to 
provide professional opportunities for students. Michael Torres, Chair of the Laney College 
Theatre Arts Department, says “the Ubuntu Theater Project brings what I think is much needed 
theater to the Bay Area and Oakland specifically. They have been a critical partner in providing 
our students with unique opportunities to learn alongside more seasoned artists who are also still 
young and just as diverse as they are.”  
 
“The Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to create a theatrical experience that is affordable to all, 
socially charged, and building a deeper sense of connectedness amongst our audience members 
that transcends beyond our performance,” says Managing Director, Colin Blattel. “The Ubuntu 
Theater Project is committed to a model that brings the highest quality art for a diverse and 
accessible audience. And that the experience of attending the theater with people who are 
completely different than yourself feeds the mission of understanding and strengthening the truth 
that we are all interconnected.”  
 
The word Ubuntu is from a Zulu Proverb: “I am a person through other people. My humanity is 
tied to yours” or most simply translated as “I am because we are.” The Ubuntu Theater Project 
believes that as a culture we are not fulfilling our full potential to make lasting and powerful 
human connections: and therefore diminishing our collective human experience and 
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understanding of one another. Co-Artistic Director, Michael Socrates Moran said, “we believe in 
creating a theatrical experience that invigorates and enlivens our interconnectedness that is too 
often neglected.” 
 
Tickets are sold online for $15-$35, and tickets are also sold at the door each night on a pay-
what-you-can basis and no one will be turned away for a lack of funds. To buy tickets, or for 
more information regarding the festival, visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com.  
 
      ### 
 

PRODUCTION CALENDAR 
 
Exit Cuckoo (nanny in motherland) by Lisa Ramirez 
Thu 2/11 @ 8:00pm – Preview 
Fri 2/12 @ 8:00pm – Opening Night 
Sat 2/13 @ 8:00pm 
Sun 2/14 @ 6:00pm 
 
Thu 2/18@ 8:00pm 
Fri 2/19 @ 8:00pm  
Sat 2/20 @ 8:00pm 
Sun 2/21 @ 6:00pm 
 
Thu 2/25 @ 8:00pm 
Fri 2/26 @ 8:00pm  
Sat 2/27 @ 8:00pm 
Sun 2/28 @ 6:00pm 
 
The Blueprint 
439 International Blvd 
Oakland, CA 94606 
 
 

2016 SEASON CALENDAR 
 
The Gospel of Lovingkindness 
by Marcus Gardley 
January 13th – 31st  
 
Exit Cuckoo (nanny in motherland)  
by Lisa Ramirez 
February 11th – 28th  
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I Am My Own Wife 
by Doug Wright 
March 2nd - 20th  
 
The Grapes of Wrath  
by Frank Galati 
from the novel by John Steinbeck 
April 6th – 24th  
 
Más 
by Milta Ortiz 
May 11th – 29th  
 
To Be Determined 
June 8th – 26th  
 
Hurt Village  
by Katori Hall 
July 13th – 31st  
 
 

ABOUT UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT 

The Ubuntu Theater Project is a collection of artists that are committed to creating compelling 
works that unearth the human condition and unite diverse audiences through revelatory, heart-
pounding theater. Founded in Oakland, California, in 2012, the Ubuntu Theater Project shared 
three annual summer theater festivals and produced 14 plays in five Bay Area cities during that 
time. The Ubuntu Theater Project is now proud to offer year-long theater for Oakland and the 
Bay Area with our inaugural 2015-16 season: Threatened Homes. 

Our shows engage audience members from disparate communities to unite and reveal our shared 
humanity. Our work sparks a deep sense of interconnectedness and mutuality that changes 
attitudes and behaviors. We believe in radical inclusivity and offer every professional production 
at a pay-what-you-can price - removing barriers to access for our audiences. 

 


