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UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT, OPENS INAUGURAL SEASON WITH  

“THE GOSPEL OF LOVINGKINDNESS”  
BY OAKLAND NATIVE PLAYWRIGHT MARCUS GARDLEY;  

JANUARY 13 - JANUARY 31 
 

 ‘The Gospel of Lovingkindness’ is the first play in Ubuntu Theater Project’s 2016 Inaugural 
Season: Threatened Homes. 2016 Season features seven powerful plays at site-specific venues, 

pay-what-you-can price.  
 
Oakland, CA (December 23, 2015) – The Ubuntu Theater Project is proud to present an 
ambitious inaugural season featuring The Gospel of Lovingkindness by award-winning 
playwright and Ubuntu Theater Project Advisory Board Member Marcus Gardley, Exit Cuckoo: 
Nanny In Motherland by Lisa Ramirez (performed by Lisa Ramirez), I Am My Own Wife by 
Doug Wright (performed by Ubuntu Theater Project Co-Artistic Director William Hodgson), The 
Grapes of Wrath by Frank Galati and from the novel by John Steinbeck, Más by Milta Ortiz, 
Hurt Village by Katori Hall, and one remaining play to be announced. 
 
The Gospel of Lovingkindness is a testament to the power of compassion in the midst of the 
worst loss imaginable—a mother’s loss of her child. This play is an intimate rendering of how 
gun violence occurs in our country and how it simultaneously takes the life of both the victim 
and the assailant.  
 
Through The Gospel of Lovingkindness, Gardley exemplifies an outcry for the fallen black body 
that is pervasive throughout our country and is a salient issue of our time. Co-Artistic Director 
Michael Socrates Moran directs this production. Actors featured include company members 
Dawn Troupe, Halili Knox as well as Ubuntu Theater Project Ensemble Members William 
Hartfield (most recently seen in The Brothers Size, garnering a TBA Award nomination for 
Outstanding Performance in a Principal Role) and Rolanda Bell. Dorian Lockett rounds out our 
cast. Lighting design by company member Stephanie Anne Johnson. The Gospel of 
Lovingkindness has a preview on January 13 and runs from January 14 - January 31, 2016 at 
Oakland City Church, 2735 Macarthur Blvd, Oakland, CA 94612. For tickets ($15-35 
online; pay-what-you-can at the door) and information the public can call (510) 646-1126 or visit 
www.ubuntutheaterproject.com. Season subscriptions & season flex passes are also available on 
the Ubuntu Theater Project website.  
 
Set in Southside Chicago, The Gospel of Lovingkindness received its world premiere by Victory 
Gardens in Chicago as part of its Chicago play cycle and is being produced around the country. 
With a gift from Marcus Gardley, the Ubuntu Theater Project is excited to bring this powerful 
play to Oakland. Although the play is set in Southside Chicago, Marcus’s upbringing in Oakland 
is what largely inspired this play. In the Victory Gardens program Marcus wrote, “I grew up in 
Oakland, one the most violent cities in America. It was impossible to deny the effect violence 
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had on my life, my family and my community. I’ve known too many people whose lives were 
cut short. And, I had my first personal experience of an attack before the age of ten.” 
 
Hailed as an “heir to García Lorca, Pirandello, and Tennessee Williams” by New Yorker 
Magazine, Marcus Gardley melds the seemingly irreconcilable issues of our time with exquisite 
poetry that charges us toward a higher plane of understanding. In Gospel all the characters take 
on Biblical names—Mary, Emmanuel, Miram, Noel and Joseph. The only exception is the ghost 
of Ida B. Wells who haunts the streets of Chicago hoping someone will hear her plea for healing. 
The play itself is as much a prayer, cry, and call for communal healing as it is a testament of the 
hope we all carry within ourselves.  
 
Marcus Gardley uses the Southside of Chicago as a setting to reveal the cycle of violence 
plaguing our country’s consciousness and calls for healing from his characters and his audience, 
which plays a pivotal role in the play. Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to fulfill this intention by 
setting the play in the intimate and exquisite chapel space at Oakland City Church. With song, 
poetic dialogue, a focus on kinetic energy, an all African-American cast, and an extraordinary 
passion for a story that needs to be told now the play echoes off the hallowed walls and will offer 
a sense of immediacy for the audience. 
 
The Ubuntu Theater Project also provides a critical professional training ground for up-and-
coming local bay area actors and partners with Laney College’s Theatre Arts Department to 
provide professional opportunities for students. Michael Torres, Chair of the Laney College 
Theatre Arts Department, says “the Ubuntu Theater Project brings what I think is much needed 
theater to the Bay Area and Oakland specifically. They have been a critical partner in providing 
our students with unique opportunities to learn alongside more seasoned artists who are also still 
young and just as diverse as they are.”  
 
“The Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to create a theatrical experience that is affordable to all, 
socially charged, and building a deeper sense of connectedness amongst our audience members 
that transcends beyond our performance,” says Managing Director, Colin Blattel. “The Ubuntu 
Theater Project is committed to a model that brings the highest quality art for a diverse and 
accessible audience. And that the experience of attending the theater with people who are 
completely different than yourself feeds the mission of understanding and strengthening the truth 
that we are all interconnected.”  
 
The word Ubuntu is from a Zulu Proverb: “I am a person through other people. My humanity is 
tied to yours” or most simply translated as “I am because we are.” The Ubuntu Theater Project 
believes that as a culture we are not fulfilling our full potential to make lasting and powerful 
human connections: and therefore diminishing our collective human experience and 
understanding of one another. Co-Artistic Director, Michael Socrates Moran said, “we believe in 
creating a theatrical experience that invigorates and enlivens our interconnectedness that is too 
often neglected.” 
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Tickets are sold online for $15-$35, and tickets are also sold at the door each night on a pay-
what-you-can basis and no one will be turned away for a lack of funds. To buy tickets, or for 
more information regarding the festival, visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com.  
 
      ### 
 

PRODUCTION CALENDAR 
 
The Gospel of Lovingkindness by Marcus Gardley 
Wednesday 1/13 @ 8:00pm – Preview  
Thursday 1/14@ 8:00pm – Opening Night 
Friday 1/15 @ 8:00pm 
Saturday 1/16 @ 8:00pm 
Sunday 1/17 @ 7:00pm 
 
Thursday 1/21@ 8:00pm  
Friday 1/22 @ 8:00pm 
Saturday 1/23 @ 8:00pm 
Sunday 1/24 @ 7:00pm 
 
Thursday 1/28 @ 8:00pm  
Friday 1/29 @ 8:00pm 
Saturday 1/30 @ 8:00pm 
Sunday 1/31 @ 7:00pm 
 
Oakland City Church 
2735 MacArthur Blvd   
Oakland, CA 94602 
 
 

2016 SEASON CALENDAR 
 
The Gospel of Lovingkindness 
by Marcus Gardley 
January 13th – 31st  
 
Exit Cuckoo: Nanny In Motherland  
by Lisa Ramirez 
February 11th – 28th  
 
I Am My Own Wife 
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by Doug Wright 
March 2nd - 20th  
 
The Grapes of Wrath  
by Frank Galati 
from the novel by John Steinbeck 
April 6th – 24th  
 
Más 
by Milta Ortiz 
May 11th – 29th  
 
To Be Determined 
June 8th – 26th  
 
Hurt Village  
by Katori Hall 
July 13th – 31st  
 
 

ABOUT UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT 

The Ubuntu Theater Project is a collection of artists that are committed to creating compelling 
works that unearth the human condition and unite diverse audiences through revelatory, heart-
pounding theater. Founded in Oakland, California, in 2012, the Ubuntu Theater Project shared 
three annual summer theater festivals and produced 14 plays in five Bay Area cities during that 
time. The Ubuntu Theater Project is now proud to offer year-long theater for Oakland and the 
Bay Area with our inaugural 2015-16 season: Threatened Homes. 

Our shows engage audience members from disparate communities to unite and reveal our shared 
humanity. Our work sparks a deep sense of interconnectedness and mutuality that changes 
attitudes and behaviors. We believe in radical inclusivity and offer every professional production 
at a pay-what-you-can price - removing barriers to access for our audiences. 

 


