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UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT PRESENTS  

“THE GRAPES OF WRATH” BY FRANK GALATI  
FROM THE NOVEL BY JOHN STEINBECK 

APRIL 8 - APRIL 24, 2016 
 

 ‘The Grapes of Wrath’ is the fourth play in Ubuntu Theater Project’s inaugural 2016 Season 
featuring a 30 person ensemble at exciting site-specific venue, pay-what-you-can price.  

 
"The power of brawny, visceral art"  

– New York Times 
 
Oakland, CA (March 15, 2016) – The Ubuntu Theater Project is proud to continue its 
inaugural and ambitious season, Threatened Homes, with its fourth and largest show of the 
season, The Grapes of Wrath by Frank Galati from the novel by John Steinbeck. Following 
Marcus Gardley's The Gospel of Lovingkindness, the West Coast Premier of Exit Cuckoo: (nanny 
in motherland) by Lisa Ramriez and a powerful production of I Am My Own Wife starring Co-
Artistic Director William Hodgson, we present this necessary American classic for today’s 
audiences. The season will be rounded out with Más by Milta Ortiz, William Shakespeare’s 
Othello and Hurt Village by Katori Hall. 
 
This American Classic spurned from the Dust Bowl, the worst man made natural disaster in 
history, about forcibly displaced families turned migrants rings alarmingly relevant with the 
European migrant crisis, global warming, the sour rhetoric about immigration and forced 
displacement across the world. The Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to create a theatrical 
representation of The Grapes of Wrath that maintains the integrity of Frank Galati’s adaptation 
and reflects how the spirit of the Joad family and the need for their radical compassion lives in 
our contemporary crisis. In line with Steinbeck’s belief that there is the possibility of a true 
human family, this production features a family from diverse backgrounds arresting literalism 
and inspiring a suspension of disbelief that echoes of a greater human family. 

Ubuntu Theater Project’s production of The Grapes of Wrath features an ensemble of 30 actors 
from all across the Bay Area. The ensemble is helmed by Ubuntu ensemble member William 
Hartfield (most recently seen in The Gospel of Lovingkindness) playing Tom Joad; Co-Artistic 
Director William Hodgson (featured in I Am My Own Wife) playing Preacher Casey; and 
Shannon Veon Kase who is playing the title role of Ma Joad. Co-Artistic Director Michael 
Socrates Moran directs this play. Lighting design by company member Stephanie Anne 
Johnson. The Grapes of Wrath has a preview on April 8, opens April 9, and runs from April 8 - 
April 24, 2016 at Oakland City Church, 2735 MacArthur Blvd, Oakland, CA 94602. For 
tickets ($15-35 online; pay-what-you-can at the door) and information the public can call (510) 
646-1126 or visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com. Flex passes are also available on the Ubuntu 
Theater Project website.  
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It is Ubuntu’s aim to infuse the production with a poetic rendition of Grapes of Wrath in a 
manner that paints how survival is dependent upon community and family working together—
nothing less than the holiness and soul of our humanity is at stake. 

Steinbeck characterized the Joad family’s trek across the country as a march. Indeed, it was 
Steinbeck’s rage at witnessing Okie migrants suffer in the field of California that incited him to 
write his masterpiece. 
 
Co-Artistic Director Michael Socrates Moran previously directed Grapes of Wrath at UCSD’s 
MFA Program and much of what was developed on the Potiker Theater at La Jolla Playhouse is 
now being brought to Oakland with less varnish, but with perhaps a grittier sense of authenticity 
intrinsic to the story. In Ubuntu Theater Project’s production, the ‘Poor Theater’ style infuses a 
poetic minimalism that compliments the content of the story. The famous Joad truck is brought 
to vibrant life with nothing more than a potbelly stove, a rope and a broomstick. The family 
carries their belongings on their back, they push, march, and sing in order to keep their spirit 
alive, keep their soul in tact and survive. 
 
As a result, the seemingly drab and uneventful basement of Oakland City Church is transformed 
by the spirit and song of the Joad family into a magical, theatrical, soulful haven where 
audiences can experience and engage in the power of Steinbeck’s call for a greater human 
family. 
 
The Ubuntu Theater Project also provides a critical professional training ground for up-and-
coming local bay area actors and partners with Laney College’s Theatre Arts Department to 
provide professional opportunities for students. Michael Torres, Chair of the Laney College 
Theatre Arts Department, says “the Ubuntu Theater Project brings what I think is much needed 
theater to the Bay Area and Oakland specifically. They have been a critical partner in providing 
our students with unique opportunities to learn alongside more seasoned artists who are also still 
young and just as diverse as they are.”  
 
“The Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to create a theatrical experience that is affordable to all, 
socially charged, and building a deeper sense of connectedness amongst our audience members 
that transcends beyond our performance,” says Managing Director, Colin Blattel. “The Ubuntu 
Theater Project is committed to a model that brings the highest quality art for a diverse and 
accessible audience. And that the experience of attending the theater with people who are 
completely different than yourself feeds the mission of understanding and strengthening the truth 
that we are all interconnected.”  
 
The word Ubuntu is from a Zulu Proverb: “I am a person through other people. My humanity is 
tied to yours” or most simply translated as “I am because we are.” The Ubuntu Theater Project 
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believes that as a culture we are not fulfilling our full potential to make lasting and powerful 
human connections: and therefore diminishing our collective human experience and 
understanding of one another. Co-Artistic Director, Michael Socrates Moran said, “we believe in 
creating a theatrical experience that invigorates and enlivens our interconnectedness that is too 
often neglected.” 
 
Tickets are sold online for $15-$35, and tickets are also sold at the door each night on a pay-
what-you-can basis and no one will be turned away for a lack of funds. To buy tickets, or for 
more information regarding the festival, visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com.  
 
      ### 
 

PRODUCTION CALENDAR 
 
The Grapes of Wrath by Frank Galati from the novel by John Steinbeck 
Fri 4/8 @ 8:00pm – Preview  
Sat 4/9 @ 8:00pm – Opening Night 
Sun 4/10 @ 7:00pm 
 
Fri 4/15 @ 8:00pm  
Sat 4/16 @ 8:00pm 
Sun 4/17 @ 7:00pm 
 
Fri 4/22 @ 8:00pm  
Sun 4/24 @ 7:00pm 
 
Oakland City Church 
2735 MacArthur Blvd  
Oakland, CA 94602 
 
 

2016 SEASON CALENDAR 
 
The Gospel of Lovingkindness 
by Marcus Gardley 
January 13th – 31st  
 
Exit Cuckoo (nanny in motherland)  
by Lisa Ramirez 
February 11th – 28th  
 
I Am My Own Wife 
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by Doug Wright 
March 4th - 20th  
 
The Grapes of Wrath  
by Frank Galati 
from the novel by John Steinbeck 
April 8th – 24th  
 
Más 
by Milta Ortiz 
May 11th – 29th  
 
Othello 
by William Shakespeare 
June 8th – 26th  
 
Hurt Village  
by Katori Hall 
July 13th – 31st  
 
 

ABOUT UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT 

The Ubuntu Theater Project is a collection of artists that are committed to creating compelling 
works that unearth the human condition and unite diverse audiences through revelatory, heart-
pounding theater. Founded in Oakland, California, in 2012, the Ubuntu Theater Project shared 
three annual summer theater festivals and produced 14 plays in five Bay Area cities during that 
time. The Ubuntu Theater Project is now proud to offer year-long theater for Oakland and the 
Bay Area with our inaugural 2015-16 season: Threatened Homes. 

Our shows engage audience members from disparate communities to unite and reveal our shared 
humanity. Our work sparks a deep sense of interconnectedness and mutuality that changes 
attitudes and behaviors. We believe in radical inclusivity and offer every professional production 
at a pay-what-you-can price - removing barriers to access for our audiences. 

 


