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UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT BRINGS 
“HURT VILLAGE” BY KATORI HALL  

TO BAY AREA  
AT GRACE TEMPLE CHURCH 

JULY 15 - JULY 31, 2016 
 
 ‘Hurt Village’ is the seventh and final play in Ubuntu Theater Project’s inaugural 2016 Season, 
directed by Nataki Garrett (Associate Artistic Director of CalArts Center for New Performance), 

site-specific performance at historic Eastlake church.  
 

“Ms. Hall suggests that, for many African-Americans, that promise of social betterment has 
never been fulfilled. The quiet rage that seethed through much of ‘Raisin’ has been succeeded by 

an angry, whooping cry that is equal parts defiance and defeat.” 
- New York Times 

 
Oakland, CA (June 29, 2016) – The Ubuntu Theater Project is proud to conclude its 
inaugural and ambitious season, Threatened Homes, with its seventh and final show of the 
season, Hurt Village by Katori Hall. The Ubuntu Theater Project embraces the challenging and 
immediate nature of Hall’s work and the hardships African American families face that resonates 
for so many Bay Area residents.   
 
Ubuntu Theater Project’s production of Hurt Village will take place in the historic Grace 
Temple Church. This gorgeous, old and run down church from 1877 stands as a citadel in the 
midst of a city struggling with housing costs, persistent gentrification and class divides. Hurt 
Village by Katori Hall focuses on a family in Memphis, Tennessee dealing with the same 
themes. Centered on a housing project and how desperation leads to dysfunction within the 
immediate family and community, Katori Hall’s play flips the hierarchical status usually 
presented to audiences and reveals a slice of life rarely seen and experienced by the public.  
 
The play features an all African-American cast of nine actors including company member Chaz 
Hodges (last seen in Ubuntu’s Dance of the Holy Ghost by Marcus Gardley) and ensemble 
members William Oliver III and Kimba Daniels. This powerful play is directed by Nataki 
Garrett: an Oakland native and currently the Associate Artistic Director of CalArts Center for 
New Performance and Co-Head of Undergraduate Acting at CalArts School of Theater. Her 
skills as a director have brought claim to her productions of work by Brandon Jacob-Jenkins, 
Suzanne Lori-Parks, and she enjoys a professional partnership with Katori Hall and has directed 
many of her other works. Lighting design by company member Stephanie Anne Johnson and 
sound design by company member Andrew Vargas. Hurt Village has a preview on July 15, 
opens July 16, and runs from July 15 - July 31, 2016 at Grace Temple Church, 1433 12th Ave, 
Oakland CA 94606. For tickets ($15-35 online; pay-what-you-can at the door) and information 
the public can call (510) 646-1126 or visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com.  
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Hurt Village takes its title from the nickname of a black housing project in Memphis, Tennessee. 
Hurt Village paints the portrait of many housing projects in the United States with its lack of 
opportunities, its abundance of obstacles and its incessant existential crisis as it faces possible 
demolition.  
 
The central character of the play is a thirteen-year-old girl, Cookie (an aspiring rapper), and as 
we follow her story we see the deeper struggle and complexity behind the family’s struggle to 
relocate and improve their well-being. The struggles Cookie faces illustrate the seeming 
impossibility of rising out of this socio-economic strata: a community rampant with drug 
addiction; an estranged, and now debilitated father returning from a military tour; empty 
government promises; neighborhood violence; and the burden of being a young black girl whose 
society places no value on your life.  
 
Our season this year focuses on threatened homes, and Hurt Village is a clear representation of 
that theme. The residents in this play are not only being forcefully removed from their homes 
which echo the theme of gentrification throughout the Bay Area, but heartbreakingly renders the 
complexity of the situation with suffocating limitations that are placed on them throughout their 
daily lives.  
 
This play speaks directly to a cultural divide in our nation’s consciousness. Though many of our 
audiences will understand and relate to this story, many will be horrified to realize how typical 
this struggle is. Katori Hall is writing a part of our story that is rarely rendered and rarely told 
and we need to tell it. Although, it is a play with a successful Off-Broadway run it has never 
been done in Oakland or the Bay Area. 
 
Ubuntu Theater Project’s mission is to inspire compassion across racial and socio-political 
barriers. There is much written and said about housing costs, gentrification and everything 
therein. However, rarely do those from the upper-middle class get to see what the real world cost 
is for those being priced out of their urban homes. And, it is all the more rare that those being 
priced out see their story recognized and reflected so exquisitely in any public atmosphere. This 
play accompanied by the at once ‘abandoned’ and beautiful attic space in this glorious church 
creates a unique opportunity for connection not commonly afforded those on opposite sides of 
the socio-economic divide in our country. 
 
The Ubuntu Theater Project also provides a critical professional training ground for up-and-
coming local bay area actors and partners with Laney College’s Theatre Arts Department to 
provide professional opportunities for students. Michael Torres, Chair of the Laney College 
Theatre Arts Department, says “the Ubuntu Theater Project brings what I think is much needed 
theater to the Bay Area and Oakland specifically. They have been a critical partner in providing 
our students with unique opportunities to learn alongside more seasoned artists who are also still 
young and just as diverse as they are.” 
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“The Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to create a theatrical experience that is affordable to all, 
socially charged, and building a deeper sense of connectedness amongst our audience members 
that transcends beyond our performance,” says Managing Director, Colin Blattel. “The Ubuntu 
Theater Project is committed to a model that brings the highest quality art for a diverse and 
accessible audience. And that the experience of attending the theater with people who are 
completely different than yourself feeds the mission of understanding and strengthening the truth 
that we are all interconnected.”  
 
The word Ubuntu is from a Zulu Proverb: “I am a person through other people. My humanity is 
tied to yours” or most simply translated as “I am because we are.” The Ubuntu Theater Project 
believes that as a culture we are not fulfilling our full potential to make lasting and powerful 
human connections: and therefore diminishing our collective human experience and 
understanding of one another. Co-Artistic Director, Michael Socrates Moran said, “we believe in 
creating a theatrical experience that invigorates and enlivens our interconnectedness that is too 
often neglected.” 
 
Tickets are sold online for $15-$35, and tickets are also sold at the door each night on a pay-
what-you-can basis and no one will be turned away for a lack of funds. To buy tickets, or for 
more information regarding the festival, visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com.  
 
      ### 
 

PRODUCTION CALENDAR 
Hurt Village by Katori Hall 
Fri 7/15 @ 8:00pm – Preview 
Sat 7/16 @ 8:00pm– Opening Night 
Sun 7/17 @ 7:000pm 
 
Thu 7/ 21 @ 8:00pm  
Fri 7/22 @ 8:00pm  
Sat 6/23 @ 8:00pm 
Sun 6/24 @ 7:00pm 
 
Thu 7/28 @ 8:00pm 
Fri 7/29 @ 8:00pm  
Sat 7/30 @ 8:00pm 
Sun 7/31 @ 7:00pm 
 
Grace Temple Church 
1433 12th Ave  
Oakland, CA 94606  
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2016 SEASON CALENDAR 
The Gospel of Lovingkindness 
by Marcus Gardley 
January 13th – 31st  
 
Exit Cuckoo (nanny in motherland)  
by Lisa Ramirez 
February 11th – 28th  
 
I Am My Own Wife 
by Doug Wright 
March 4th - 20th  
 
The Grapes of Wrath  
by Frank Galati 
from the novel by John Steinbeck 
April 8th – 24th  
 
Más 
by Milta Ortiz 
May 13th – 29th  
 
Othello 
by William Shakespeare 
June 10th – 26th  
 
Hurt Village  
by Katori Hall 
July 15th – 31st  
 

ABOUT UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT 

The Ubuntu Theater Project is a collection of artists that are committed to creating compelling 
works that unearth the human condition and unite diverse audiences through revelatory, heart-
pounding theater. Founded in Oakland, California, in 2012, the Ubuntu Theater Project shared 
three annual summer theater festivals and produced 14 plays in five Bay Area cities during that 
time. The Ubuntu Theater Project is now proud to offer year-long theater for Oakland and the 
Bay Area with our inaugural 2015-16 season: Threatened Homes.  

Our shows engage audience members from disparate communities to unite and reveal our shared 
humanity. Our work sparks a deep sense of interconnectedness and mutuality that changes 
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attitudes and behaviors. We believe in radical inclusivity and offer every professional production 
at a pay-what-you-can price - removing barriers to access for our audiences. 

 


