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UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT PRESENTS  

“OTHELLO” BY WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE  
AT EMMETT EILAND’S ORIENTAL RUG COMPANY 

JUNE 10 - JUNE 26, 2016 
 

 ‘Othello’ is the sixth play in Ubuntu Theater Project’s inaugural 2016 Season featuring Bay 
Area favorite Michael Navarra, site-specific performance at Persian rug store.  

 
Berkeley, CA (May 25, 2016) – The Ubuntu Theater Project is proud to continue its inaugural 
and ambitious season, Threatened Homes, with its sixth and show of the season, Othello by 
William Shakespeare. Following Marcus Gardley's The Gospel of Lovingkindness, the West 
Coast premiere of Exit Cuckoo: (nanny in motherland) by Lisa Ramriez, Doug Wright’s I Am My 
Own Wife starring Co-Artistic Director William Hodgson, American Class The Grapes of Wrath, 
and the Bay Area premiere of Más by Milta Ortiz. The Ubuntu Theater Project is excited to 
venture into the realm of Shakespeare for the first time with such a timely play in our signature 
site-specific fashion.   

Othello will take place in the exquisite Persian carpet store, Emmett Eiland’s Oriental Rug 
Company. Directed by Co-Artistic Director Michael Moran, this production looks at 
Othello as Shakespeare's conversion of a morality play into a story that challenges our pre-
conceived notions; and inspires a more complex outlook upon what we consider Good and Evil.  

As we sought to select our final play in our inaugural 2016 Season: Threatened Homes, we 
looked for a play that would deal with the domestic side of threatened homes. Othello is not only 
a perfect intersection between our current socio-political climate and the domestic drama we 
were seeking, it is a harrowing account of the humanity that is sacrificed in a centuries old cycle 
that centers upon the Western world's relationship to what it considers it's antithesis--or, it's 
'Other.' 
  
In Shakespeare's time 'Moor' was a catch-all for every Muslim living within the Ottoman empire-
-from Spain, to North Africa to the Middle East. The Moor represented a blind spot in the 
consciousness of the Elizabethans worldview. America now faces another confrontation with 
what some have determined to be an 'Other' and our consciousness is once again full of blind 
spots. And, since the mission of the Ubuntu Theater Project is to create theater that allows us to 
recognize one another on a level that transcends our differences, we could not think of a more 
perfect piece. 
 
Ubuntu Theater Project’s production of Othello will feature twelve actors including company 
members Ronald Kirk as Othello (recently played Elegba in The Brothers Size at Actors Theater 
of Louisville) and Emilie Whelan (who played Edna and Co-Directed Ubuntu’s Waiting For 
Lefty.) Ensemble member Sarita Ocon will play Emilia, and new company member Michael 
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Navarra will play Iago. David Naughton plays Cassio and Matthew Hannon plays Roderigo 
to lead an ensemble that includes ensemble member EJ Gibson, and Ubuntu Theater Project 
regulars Matt Standley and Christine Jamlig (recently seen in The Grapes of Wrath). Lighting 
design by company member Stephanie Anne Johnson. Othello has a preview on June 10, opens 
June 11, benefit performance open to public on June 17, and runs from June 10 - June 26, 
2016 at Emmett Eiland’s Oriental Rug Company, 1326 Ninth Street, Berkeley, CA 94710. 
For tickets ($15-35 online; pay-what-you-can at the door. $55 tickets for benefit performance on 
6/17/16) and information the public can call (510) 646-1126 or 
visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com.  
 
Our production begins with a ceremony symbolizing Othello’s conversion from Islam to 
Catholicism in order to marry Desdemona. And, the play itself is Iago’s unraveling of this holy 
matrimony with the audience caught bearing witness. The Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to use 
the classic of Othello as a meditation on the cause of evil in our current time and as a means to 
reveal how we can all become unconsciously complicit in Iago’s manipulative web: those we call 
evil often call us evil and our greatest enemies may not reside in a foreigner or country with 
which are at war, but within ourselves.  
 
In Ubuntu Theater Project’s production, the ‘Poor Theater’ style infuses a poetic minimalism that 
compliments the content of the story. Sticks will transform from magical instruments integral to 
a holy ceremony to swords and weapons of entrapment. 
 
The Ubuntu Theater Project also provides a critical professional training ground for up-and-
coming local bay area actors and partners with Laney College’s Theatre Arts Department to 
provide professional opportunities for students. Michael Torres, Chair of the Laney College 
Theatre Arts Department, says “the Ubuntu Theater Project brings what I think is much needed 
theater to the Bay Area and Oakland specifically. They have been a critical partner in providing 
our students with unique opportunities to learn alongside more seasoned artists who are also still 
young and just as diverse as they are.”  
 
“The Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to create a theatrical experience that is affordable to all, 
socially charged, and building a deeper sense of connectedness amongst our audience members 
that transcends beyond our performance,” says Managing Director, Colin Blattel. “The Ubuntu 
Theater Project is committed to a model that brings the highest quality art for a diverse and 
accessible audience. And that the experience of attending the theater with people who are 
completely different than yourself feeds the mission of understanding and strengthening the truth 
that we are all interconnected.”  
 
The word Ubuntu is from a Zulu Proverb: “I am a person through other people. My humanity is 
tied to yours” or most simply translated as “I am because we are.” The Ubuntu Theater Project 
believes that as a culture we are not fulfilling our full potential to make lasting and powerful 
human connections: and therefore diminishing our collective human experience and 
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understanding of one another. Co-Artistic Director, Michael Socrates Moran said, “we believe in 
creating a theatrical experience that invigorates and enlivens our interconnectedness that is too 
often neglected.” 
 
Tickets are sold online for $15-$35, and tickets are also sold at the door each night on a pay-
what-you-can basis and no one will be turned away for a lack of funds. To buy tickets, or for 
more information regarding the festival, visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com.  
 
      ### 
 

PRODUCTION CALENDAR 
 
Othello by William Shakespeare 
Fri 6/10 @ 8:00pm – Preview 
Sat 6/11 @ 8:00pm– Opening Night 
Sun 6/12 @ 7:000pm 
 
Fri 6/17 @ 8:00pm – Benefit Performance (Open to public; Tickets $55) 
Sat 6/18 @ 8:00pm 
Sun 6/19 @ 7:00pm 
 
Fri 6/24 @ 8:00pm  
Sat 6/25 @ 8:00pm 
Sun 6/26 @ 7:00pm 
 
Emmett Eiland’s Oriental Rug Company 
1326 Ninth Street 
Berkeley, CA 94710 
 

2016 SEASON CALENDAR 
 
The Gospel of Lovingkindness 
by Marcus Gardley 
January 13th – 31st  
 
Exit Cuckoo (nanny in motherland)  
by Lisa Ramirez 
February 11th – 28th  
 
I Am My Own Wife 
by Doug Wright 
March 4th - 20th  
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The Grapes of Wrath  
by Frank Galati 
from the novel by John Steinbeck 
April 8th – 24th  
 
Más 
by Milta Ortiz 
May 13th – 29th  
 
Othello 
by William Shakespeare 
June 10th – 26th  
 
Hurt Village  
by Katori Hall 
July 14th – 31st  
 
 

ABOUT UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT 

The Ubuntu Theater Project is a collection of artists that are committed to creating compelling 
works that unearth the human condition and unite diverse audiences through revelatory, heart-
pounding theater. Founded in Oakland, California, in 2012, the Ubuntu Theater Project shared 
three annual summer theater festivals and produced 14 plays in five Bay Area cities during that 
time. The Ubuntu Theater Project is now proud to offer year-long theater for Oakland and the 
Bay Area with our inaugural 2015-16 season: Threatened Homes. 

Our shows engage audience members from disparate communities to unite and reveal our shared 
humanity. Our work sparks a deep sense of interconnectedness and mutuality that changes 
attitudes and behaviors. We believe in radical inclusivity and offer every professional production 
at a pay-what-you-can price - removing barriers to access for our audiences. 

 


