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NEW PERFORMANCE GROUP, UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT  

PRESENTS “WAITING FOR LEFTY”  
BY CLIFFORD ODETS; FINAL SHOW IN SUMMER FESTIVAL 

SEPTEMBER 3-SEPTEMBER 12 
 

‘Waiting For Lefty’ is the fourth and final play in Ubuntu Theater Project’s 2015 Summer 
Festival; festival runs July 17 – September 12. Exciting theater festival features 4 thrilling plays 

at 4 site-specific venues, pay-what-you-can price.  
 
Oakland, CA (July 23, 2015) – The Ubuntu Theater Project is proud to follow a tour de-force 
summer of Dance of the Holy Ghosts by Marcus Gardley, Brothers Size by Tarrell Alvin 
Mccraney and Grounded by George Brant with a re-envisioned American Classic Waiting For 
Lefty by Clifford Odets. Waiting For Lefty follows a group of cab drivers driven to the brink of 
striking in the face of economic oppression and political corruption in New York City during the 
Depression. Originally written, acted, directed and produced by the Group Theater the Ubuntu 
Theater Project is re-casting this classic as a cultural memory that re-cycles itself through 
American history, speaking to the overwhelming sense of social inequality in our present time. 
 
Clifford Odets work is notoriously known as a call to arms for the working class, with 
heightened text intended to speak to the audience directly. Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to fulfill 
this initial intention by setting the play at Classic Cars West. The audience enters to see an 
ensemble of actors frozen beside vintage cars spreading throughout American history and 
becomes enveloped in a labor union hall meeting during the 1930’s. With song, a focus on 
kinetic energy, a diverse cast representing Odets spirit in our current culture and extraordinary 
passion the play reverberates off the walls and offers a sense of immediacy for the audience. 
 
Through Waiting For Lefty Odets exemplifies a cry of the working class that can still resonate in 
our time. Co-Artistic Director Michael Socrates Moran and Company Member Emilie Whelan 
(who recently directed Grounded) simultaneously Co-Direct and perform in this production. 
Other actors featured include Terrance White and Anthony ‘Willie’ Houston (most recently 
seen in Brothers Size) as well as Tim Barnett, Sean McIntyre, Britney Frazier, Francisco 
Arcila and MacGregor Arney. Lighting design by Stephanie Anne Johnson. Waiting For 
Lefty runs from September 3-September 12, 2015 at Classic Cars West, 411 26th St, Oakland, 
CA 94612. For tickets ($15-35 online; pay-what-you-can at the door) and information the public 
can call (510) 646-1126 or visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com  
 
Although Waiting For Lefty has been produced consistently in the United States since the 1930’s 
it has not been produced as much in recent years due to the large cast requirements. And in 
Ubuntu Theater Project’s production traditional theater lines are blurred by carving out a sacred 
space in the site-specific trappings of a boutique car dealership. This site-specific production of 
Waiting For Lefty, and it renders Odets’ class struggle raw, vital and necessary. 
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Waiting For Lefty is the fourth (and final) offering of the Ubuntu Theater Project’s third annual 
Summer Theater Festival, which features four plays in Oakland, CA from July 17th – September 
12th, 2015 at interesting site-specific venues like military hangars and vintage car showrooms. 
The Ubuntu Theater Project is a new local theater company based out of Oakland, CA and 
comprised of a team of local Bay Area artists and over 25 diverse University of California San 
Diego (UCSD) MFA actors, directors, and designers who travel up from San Diego for the 
festival to sharpen their craft and push the boundaries of bold and risk-taking theater in a 
professional setting.  
 
“UCSD students go on to thrive in the professional world and the partnership with the Ubuntu 
Theater Project provides MFA students with invaluable opportunities to bridge the gap between 
the academic and professional world and to take powerful artistic risks,” says Co-Artistic 
Director, Michael Socrates Moran. The Ubuntu Theater Project also provides a critical 
professional training ground for up-and-coming local bay area actors and partners with Laney 
College’s Theatre Arts Department to provide professional opportunities for students. Michael 
Torres, Chair of the Laney College Theatre Arts Department, says “the Ubuntu Theater Project 
brings what I think is much needed theater to the Bay Area and Oakland specifically. They have 
been a critical partner in providing our students with unique opportunities to learn alongside 
more seasoned artists who are also still young and just as diverse as they are.”  
 
Ubuntu Theater Project’s 2015 Summer Theater Festival will feature Oakland native Marcus 
Gardley’s Dance of the Holy Ghosts, Tarrel McCraney’s Brothers Size, Clifford Odets’s Waiting 
for Lefty, and George Brant’s Grounded. 
 
“The Ubuntu Theater Project seeks to create a theatrical experience that is affordable to all, 
socially charged, and building a deeper sense of connectedness amongst our audience members 
that transcends beyond our performance,” says Managing Director, Colin Blattel. “The Ubuntu 
Theater Project is committed to shaking up the status quo in theater and committing whole 
heartedly to a model that brings the highest quality art for a diverse and accessible audience. And 
that the experience of attending the theater with people who are completely different than 
yourself feeds the mission of understanding and strengthening the truth that we are all 
interconnected.” The Ubuntu Theater Project’ 2015 Summer Festival will be performed in 
interesting community and site-specific spaces, such as the Oakland Aviation Museum, 
“bringing a level of excitement and adventure that will allow audiences to experience live shows 
in new and meaningful ways” said Blattel.  
 
The word Ubuntu is from a Zulu Proverb: “I am a person through other people. My humanity is 
tied to yours” or most simply translated as “I am because we are.” The Ubuntu Theater Project is 
part of the growing global Ubuntu movement and is a proud member of Academia Ubuntu's 
“Ubuntu Global Network” and participated in their first annual conference in Lisbon, Portugal in 
April of 2014. The Ubuntu Theater Project believes that as a culture we are not fulfilling our full 
potential to make lasting and powerful human connections: and therefore diminishing our 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
Media Contact: Colin Blattel 

Managing Director 
cblattel@ubuntutheaterproject.com 

510-910-2494             

 
collective human experience and understanding of one another. Co-Artistic Director, Michael 
Socrates Moran said, “we believe in creating a theatrical experience that invigorates and enlivens 
our interconnectedness that is too often neglected.” 
 
Tickets are sold online for $15-$35, and tickets will also be sold at the door each night on a pay-
what-you-can basis and no one will be turned away for a lack of funds. To buy tickets, or for 
more information regarding the festival, visit www.ubuntutheaterproject.com. For interviews 
with Co-Artistic Directors William Hodgson & Michael Moran please email 
cblattel@ubuntutheaterproject.com or call 510-910-2494 to schedule. 
 
      ### 
PRODUCTION CALENDAR 
 
Waiting For Left by Clifford Odets 
Thursday, September 3rd @ 7:00pm 
Friday, September 4th @ 10:00pm 
Saturday, September 5th @ 8:00pm 
Sunday, September 6th @ 2:00pm 
Sunday, September 6th @ 8:00pm 
Wednesday, September 9th @ 8:00pm 
Thursday, September 10th @ 7:00pm 
Friday, September 11th @ 8:00pm 
Saturday, September 12th @ 8:00pm 
 
Classic Cars West 
411 26th St 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
2015 SUMMER FESTIVAL CALENDAR 
 
Dance of the Holy Ghosts  
by Marcus Gardley 
July 17th – August 2nd  
 
The Brothers Size 
 by Tarell Alvin McCraney 
August 2nd - August 22nd  
 
Grounded  
by George Brant 
August 13th - August 15th  
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Waiting for Lefty  
by Clifford Odets 
September 3rd - September 12nd  
 
 
ABOUT UBUNTU THEATER PROJECT 
 
The Ubuntu Theater Project was founded in 2013 in Oakland, California with the mission to 
share diverse works and bring exhilarating live performances to people of all ages and 
backgrounds; expanding opportunities to whom theater is not readily available, affordable, or 
accessible. The Ubuntu Theater Project’s artistic team is a mixture of local Bay Area artists and 
artists from the world-renowned UC San Diego MFA School of Theater and Dance, and is 
committed to creating compelling and impassioned works that unearth the human condition and 
unite diverse audiences through revelatory and entertaining theater. 
 
 

 


